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The sacred work of priestly and academic formation is the lifeblood of the Church Militant, upon whose
strength and purity the future of Christ's faithful depends. In these times of trial and doctrinal confusion, it is Our
pastoral duty to ensure this work is carried out with fidelity and in unity with the Magisterium of the Church.
To provide for this need, to coordinate efforts, and to offer wise counsel to the Apostolic See, after careful

consideration and having invoked the light of the Holy Spirit, We hereby decree and establish a permanent

consultative body, to be known as the

COMMITTEE FOR FORMATION WITHIN THE VATICAN IN EXILE

I. Nature and Mandate

The Committee is established as an organ of the Apostolic See. Its primary mandate is to study, advise, and make
recommendations to the Supreme Pontiff on all matters concerning:

- The doctrinal soundness and spiritual excellence of seminaries and houses of formation.

- The curriculum, pedagogical methods, and academic standards of educational institutions.

- The support, guidance, and, where necessary, the regularization of such institutions to ensure unity in the Catholic faith.

II. Composition and Operation

The Committee shall be composed of members appointed directly by the Supreme Pontiff.

The Committee shall be presided over by a President appointed by Us.

A Moderator, likewise appointed, shall oversee its practical organization and secretariat.

The Committee shall meet regularly and shall operate according to statutes approved by the Apostolic See.

III. Immediate Effect

This Decree takes effect immediately upon its publication. All matters pertaining to the establishment, support,
and oversight of seminaries and Catholic educational institutions within the jurisdiction of the Vatican in Exile are

commended to the diligent care of this Committee.

We entrust this new undertaking to the maternal intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Sedes Sapientiae, and to the
patronage of St. Thomas Aquinas, Doctor Communis. May the Holy Spirit guide its members in all their deliberations.

Given at Vienna, on this 7" of December, in the Year of Our Lord 2025, the 3" year of our Pontificate.
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